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54TH CONGRESS, } HOUSE OF REPRESE~NTATIVES. { DOCUMENT 
2d Session. - No. 127. 
BONDS OF THE ORIGINAL STATE OF VIRGINIA. 
LETTER 
FROM 
THE ACTING SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 
TRANSMITTING 
A REPLY TO THE HOUSE RESOLUTION OF JUNE 6, 1896, RELAT-
ING TO CERTAIN BONDS IN WHICH THE OLD STATE OF VIR-
GINIA IS INTERESTED. 
DECEMBER 19, 1896.-Referred to the Committee on Indian .Affairs and ordered to 
be printed. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE SECRET.A.RY, 
Washington, D. O., December 18, 1896. 
Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of' a resolution of the 
House of Representatives of June 6, 1896, as follows: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, requested to 
, report to Congress what steps, if any, have been taken by the Treasury Department 
to collect or procure a settlement of the principal and interest of certain State bonds 
and stocks the ownership of which was assumed by the United States under authority 
1 of the Indian appropriation act of August :fifteenth, eighteen hundred an<l ninety-
four, and upon which the United States has since paid interest to the several Indian 
tribes interested; and what efforts, if any, have been made to procure payment of the 
bonds of the original State of Virginia taken over under said act and now amounting 
to one million four hundred thousand dollars, of which sum, under the constitution 
o~ the State of West Virginia, an equitable proportion WM to be assumed and pro-
, vided for by the new State. 
Owing to the uncertainty that has long prevailed as to what action, 
. if any, could be taken with respect to these bonds, no efforts have been 
, made looking to their settlement or collection since the date of said act 
of August 15, 1894. 
The matter has, however, been referred to the Attorney-General for 
~n expression of his opinion as to what proceedings under existing leg-
islation may be taken for the security of the United States, and upon 
the receipt of such opinion the same will be transmitted to the House 
, of Representatives as a further reply to the resolution. 
Respectfully, yours, 
W. E. OURTIS, Acting Secretary. 
The SPE.A.KER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
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